WikipediA 

Hmu language 


The Hmu language (hveb Hmub ), also known as Qiandong Miao 
(In Jh Eastern Guizhou Miao), Central Miao, East Hmongic, or 

(somewhat ambiguously) Black Miao, is a dialect cluster of 
Hmongic languages of China. The best studied dialect is that of 
Yanghao (fFfij) village, Taijiang County, Guizhou Province, China. 

Qanu a Hmu variety, had 11,450 speakers as of 2000, and is 

spoken just south of Kaili City, GuizhouThe Qanu are 
ethnoculturally distinct from the other Hmu. 
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Names 


Autonyms include m h u-t in Kaili, moi in Jinping County , mu J in 
Tianzhu County, md-i in Huangping County, qa i nduJ in some 
parts of Qiandongnan (Miaoyu Jianzhi Egiafflj£ 1985), and taJ 
muJ in Rongshui Miao Autonomous County, GuangxiJ 4 ^ Na-Meo, 
spoken by the Mieu people of Cao Minh Commune, Trang Binh 
District, Lang Sdn Province, Vietnam, may be closely related.^ 


Hmu 


Qiandong Miao 

Black Miao, hveb Hmub 

Pronunciation 

[m h u] 

Native to 

China 

Region 

mostly Guizhou 

Ethnicity 

mostly Miao, 
some Yao 

Native speakers 

(2.1 million cited 
1995)h-] 

Language 

family 

Hmong-Mien 

■ Hmongic 

- Core 
Hmongic 

- Hmu 

Standard forms 

Standard Miao 

Writing system 

Latin 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

Variously: 
hea - Northern 

hmq - Eastern 

hms - Southern 

neo — Na-Meo 

Glottolog 

east2369 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/east23 

69)I 2 1 


Subdivisions and distribution 


Wang (1985) 

Wang Fushi (1985)^ groups the Qiandong Miao languages as follows. 

■ Northern: 1,000,000 speakers in Kaili, Majiang, Nandan, Leishan, Taijiang, Huangping, 
Jianhe, Zhenyuan, Sansui, Shibing, Sandu, Fuquan, Pingba, Zhenning, Xingren, Zhenfeng, 























Anlong, Wangmo, etc. 

■ Eastern: 250,000 speakers in Jinping, Liping, Jianhe, Jingzhou, Tongdao, Huitong, etc. 

■ Southern: 350,0000 speakers in Rongjiang, Congjiang, Nandan, Sandu, Rongshui, Sanjiang, 
etc. Includes Na Meo of northern Vietnam.t 7 ] 

■ Western (Raojia): 15,000 speakers in Heba of Majiang, Mianluo of Duyun, Sandu, Rongjiang, 
parts of Nandan 

Wu (2009) 

Wu Zhengbiao (2009)^ divides Hmu into 7 different dialects. Past classifications usually included only 3 or 
4 dialects. For example, Li Jinping & Li Tianyi (2012)/ 9 ^ based on past classifications, divide Hmu into the 
3 dialects of Northern,Southern,I 41 ! and Eastern/ 12 ^ Datapoint locations of representative dialects are 
from Li Yunbing (2000) 

■ Eastern (Representative dialect: Sanjiang township H>X^, Jinping County, Guizhou) 

■ Jinping County, Guizhou (in Ouli frlMli of Ouli Township frlM^, etc.) 

■ Hekou >5IP dialect (10,000+ speakers): spoken in Hekou Wenniu and 

Zhanghua townships^ 14 ! 

■ Ouli (nil dialect (20,000+ speakers): spoken in Pinglve , Ouli Zhaizao 

Jiaosan Maoping Guazhi Pingjin and Suijiang 

HbX^, Loujiang §£>X^, and Tongpo townships^ 14 ] 

■ Yuhe |§>ql dialect (about 3,000 speakers): spoken in Yuhe Xinmin and 

Guben townships^ 14 ! 

■ Jingzhou County, Hunan (in Caidiwan etc.) 

■ Huitong County, Hunan 

■ Northern (Representative dialect: Yanghao village fpUfcf, Guading town l±T!l, Kaili city, 
Guizhou) 

■ Kaili (in Yanghao of Guading Township l±T!Jl, etc.) 

■ Leishan County 

■ Taijiang County 

■ Shibing County 

■ Gedong in Jianhe County 

■ Huangping County 

■ Fuquan County 

■ Weng’an County 

■ Xingren County 

■ parts of Anlong County 

■ Yangwu Longquan Paidiao SMUHI, Xingren tPCII townships, and also 

parts of Yahui in Danzhai County 

■ Duyun 

■ Bagu Township iJHHIIS: Jijia MW, Yanglie ¥^ij, Baduo Metao ^Ptl 




■ Wangsi Township ip]fS: Taohua Milk, Xinchang Wulu Wuzhai ILli 

■ Pu'an Township H^H: Zongjiang Guanghua j *6^4, Xingfu 

■ Northeastern 

■ Zhaitou H5^44, Baye E>n44, and Liangshan E±44 villages of Sansui County 

■ Gaoyongzhai HEHii, Guanme Township M Jianhe County 

■ Western (including Raojia; Representative dialect. Baixing village 0^44, Heba township 444H 

Majiang County, Guizhou) 

■ Heba Village Longshan Township ;fe|i|^\ Majiang County 

■ Raohe Village iffi. J44, Luobang Township Duyun (also in Pingzhai of Wu'ai 

Village E1I44) 

■ Southern ( Representative dialect: Yangpai village ^j#44, Yangwu township Danzhai 

County, Guizhou) 

■ Sandu County: Lalan (in Paishaozhai etc.), Jiaoli Dujiang 

townships; Jialan Yangwu ¥H, Dediao WE, Hongguang il%, and Wuyun 33^1 
villages of Pu'an Township 

■ Danzhai County: Paidao and Paimo of Yahui Township 

■ Southeastern 1 ( Representative dialect: Datu village ;A:±44, Jiuqian township Libo 

County, Guizhou) 

■ Datu ^v±44, Shuiwei 7k^i44, and Jialiao ^#444 villages in Jiarong Township, Libo 

County 

■ parts of Jiajiu Township, Congjiang County 

■ Xunle Township iJII/^EsJj^, Huanjiang County 

■ Southeastern 2 ( Representative dialect: Zhenmin iSS, Gongdong township Rongshui 

County, Guangxi) 

■ Bingmei Tingdong Cuili 1and much of the Yueliangshan £]^EiJL| area 

in Congjiang County 

■ Rongjiang County 

■ Rongshui County (in Gunqinzhai of Dongtou Township Yaogao 

etc.) 

■ Sanjiang County 

■ Northern Vietnam (Lang Son, Cao Bang, Bac Kan, and Tuyen Quang provinces): Na Meo 
language^ 

Others 

Sanqiao =. fflt (H tH) is a mixed Kam-Hmu language spoken in Liping County and Jinping County, 

Guizhou, China by about 6,000 people J 16 ^ 



Classification 


Hmu has been recognized as a branch of Hmongic since the 1950s. Wang (1985) recognized three varieties. 
Matisoff (2001) treated these as distinct languages, which is reflected in Ethnologue. Lee (2000) added a 
fourth variety, Western Hmu (10,000 speakers), among the Yao/ 13 ^ and Matisoff (2006) lists seven 
(Daigong, Kaili [N], Lushan, Taijiang [N], Zhenfeng [N], Pho, Rongjiang [S]). 

Writing 


Northern Qiandong Miao, also known as Central Miao and as Eastern Guizhou Hmu (in JikT} HT Qian-Dong 
fangyari), was chosen as the standard for Hmu-language textbooks in China, based on the pronunciation of 
Yanghao (#H) village/ 17 ] 

Phonology 


The phonemic inventory and alphabetic transcription are as follows. 


Northern Hmu consonants 



Labial 

Alveolar 

Palatalized 

alveolar 

Velar 

Uvular 

Glottal 

Nasal 

voiced 

m /m/ 

n/n/ 

ni /ni/ 

ng /!-]/ 



aspirated 

hm /m h / 

hn/n h / 

hni /n J h / 




Plosive 

tenuis 

b/p/ 

d/t/ 

di IVI 

g/k/ 

gh/q/ 

(/?/) 

aspirated 

p/p h / 

t/t h / 

ti /t J h / 

k/k h / 

kh /q h / 


Affricate 

tenuis 


z Its/ 

j /t£/ 




aspirated 


c /ts h / 

q /te h / 




Central 

fricative 

voiced 

w /v/ 

r/z/ 

y III 

v/y / 



tenuis 

f/f/ 

s Isl 

X /£/ 



h/h/ 

aspirated 

hf/f h / 

hs /s h / 

hx /£ h / 

hv/x h / 



Lateral 

fricative 

tenuis 


dl/1/ 

dli/lz/ 




aspirated 


hi /l h / 

hli/UN 




Lateral approximant 


1/1/ 

\il\H 





[?] is not distinct from a zero initial (that is, if we accept /?/ as a consonant, there are no vowel-initial words 
in Hmu), and only occurs with tones 1, 3, 5, 7. 

The aspirated nasals and fricatives do not exist in Southern or Eastern Hmu; cognates words use their 
unaspirated homologues. Further, in Eastern Hmu, di, ti merge into j, q; c merges into x; r (Northern /z/) 
merges into ni; and v is pronounced [w]. In Southern Hmu, words cognate with hni (and some with nz) are 
pronounced [n J %\; those with r are [nz]; and some words exchange s and x. 







Northern Hmu vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 


oral 

nasal 

oral 

nasal 

oral 

nasal 

Close 

i/i/ 




u/u/ 


Mid 

ai /£/ 

en /en/ 

e /a/ 


0 lol 

ong /op/ 

Open 





a /a/ 

ang lar\l 


Ai /£/ does not occur after palatalized consonants, /en/ after palatalized consonants is spelled in. 
Diphthongs 



Closing 

Close component is front 

ei le]l 

Close component is back 

eu /aw/ 


Additional diphthongs occur in Chinese loans. 

All dialects have eight tones. There is no sandhi. In the chart below, Northern Hmu is represented by 
Yanghao village (Kaili City), Eastern Hmu by frlM village (Jinping County), and Southern Hmu by JJSS 
(Rongshui County). 


Hmu tone 


Tone 

Letter 

Northern 

Eastern 

Southern 

1 

b 

H 3 

H 3 

H 3 

3 

d 

1 35 

1.2 

1 35 

5 

t 

1 4 

1 45 

1 4 

7 

k 

'I 53 

-1 24 

1 24 

2 

X 

1 5 - 1 45 

N 42 

'I 53 

4 

1 

-U 

J 21 

vl 31 

6 

s 

-1.13 

1 5 

1.2 

8 

f 

t 31 

J..12 

J 213 


The lowest tones—Northern tones 4 and 6, Eastern tones 3 and 8, and Southern tone 6—are said to make the 
preceding consonant murmured (breathy voiced), presumably meaning that these are murmured tones as in 
other Hmongic languages. They are marked with ( Q ) in the chart. 
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